
NOTES ON 
A NEW SLAVERY ERA 



1. Migratory  flows  towards  Europe  (and  not  only)1 have  increased  significantly  in  the  last  months,  with  the

intensification of the war in Syria as the main factor2. The fleeing route followed by the migrants men and women begins

in Turkey, where the largest part of this population remains right now.  The ones who can afford to pay traffickers pass

from the Turkish coasts to the Greek islands.  The rest remain gathered in makeshift camps set up by the Turkish state

along its borders. When they reach Greece, they direct towards the borders with Macedonia in order to reach out to

Serbia and Hungary and with northern and central Europe as their final destination.

The anti-immigrant policy of the Greek  state and of the EU  is, slowly but firmly, seemingly transformed. The public

rhetoric for the consolidation of this change to a more humanitarian face has been prepared long ago via the governmental

announcements and the media. The presentation of pictures that raise emotion (like that of the dead child on Turkey's

coasts) consists the state's marketing so as its new strategy in the management of the immigrants men and women becomes

publicly accepted. 

This change, though, is neither random nor was it created by a sudden altruistic turn of the West. On the contrary, the

anti-immigrant  policy (as  well  as  its  changes)  is  strictly  based  on the  market's  needs.  And this  is  exactly  how the

management of the borders is done. It is not an unchangeable condition, but a changeable one, since their permeability

depends on the needs of the capital. It needs workforce and the trafficking is reinforced, it doesn't and the safeguarding of

the borders as wells as repression are reinforced. And this is obvious: numerous European countries have clearly declared

that they need specialized workforce, which obviously has to be cheap. Only Germany has declared that it needs 500,000

people3. Thus, the Syrians that manage to reach Europe, on the one hand afforded this trip, but on the other – and this is

the important note – they consist mainly a specialized workforce that used to belong to the medium social strata in their

country of origin. And this is exactly the main cause of change in the management of the immigrants.  The European

countries did not suddenly love them or pity them, on the contrary they need them for the further reproduction of the

capital of these countries, where the immigrants will be part of their undervalued proletariat. 

2. Thus, if one is useful for the European capital, he is magically renamed from illegal immigrant to a refugee 4. If not,

what awaits them is the typical policy of the management of immigrants men and women: repression, imprisonment,

pogroms, deportations.

This is not about a naive distinction between two social groups. The racist narration of the Greek state is in its essence

unchanged. Still there is no room for the ones that are redundant; they continue to be a problem, to be imprisoned in

detention camps. Besides, the alterness of the barbarian is what creates the common ground for the constitution of the

ones that are socially accepted. However, the humanitarian management of the (too few - in comparison with the whole)

accepted ones by the state, will be the best excuse for the application of a truculent anti-immigrant policy for the rest who

do not fit in the favored groups. 

One direct profit gained from the victimization policy against migrants men and women from the war in Syria, is mainly

the huge amounts of money that the state funds5 expect from the European funding. This money of course will be given

1 The presentation of Greece and Europe via the Media as the destination of all the migrants men and women consists one more written document, one

more moment of the fake. In reality, at the same time in Turkey, for instance, there are more than 2,000,000 enclaved Syrian immigrants (a lot of whom

are in detention camps): http://tinyurl.com/o27ckzu 

2 The current situation in Syria is only the last act in the war waged in the Middle East over many years. We should note that at the same time there exist

numerous war fields in Africa. Generally, we have no doubt that the war firmly swivels around the changes in the global exploitation of human and

non-human resources, leaving behind victims and spare populations. The current juncture however forces us to illuminate only these recent events.

Finally, with regard to the participation of the local “poor and yet honest” Greek capital, there are two noteworthy cases where ships of Greek interests

were  found  to  be  transferring  soldiers  and  armor  respectively  in  order  to  reinforce  the  parties  involved  there:  http://tinyurl.com/mjjs392 and

http://tinyurl.com/q89aj9x. 

3 “According to a recent study, the number of the Germans in working age will decrease from 45 million today to 29 million in 2050. This gap has to be

filled (…) But the gap will not be fully filled without specialized immigrants and we will not be able to develop”.  Ulrich Grillo,  president of the

Federation of German Industries (BDI), http://tinyurl.com/ouslr87. And, in order to avoid being accused of smoldering anti-germanism, we add that in

this moment when the text is written England, France, Austria, Belgium etc have also expressed their interest. 

4 As an Assembly we choose to use the word immigrant for all the fugitives who arrive in Greece. We choose to deny the distinctions that are imposed by

the states and the international “law”. It is a first move for the minimum recognition of all the immigrants men and women as part of our class. 

5 We suggest to take a look on the amounts of money that are expected and you will directly fully understand what the “management of the migratory 

http://tinyurl.com/o27ckzu
http://tinyurl.com/ouslr87
http://tinyurl.com/q89aj9x
http://tinyurl.mjjs392/


mainly for the construction of new detention camps or for the increased safeguarding of the borders. In a few words, the

policy of the Fortress-Europe is financed. 

3. The gaps consciously left by the government concerning the management of the immigrants men and women,  is

filled by numerous well-wishers.

First of all, the well-known hodgepodge that business-like exploits state deficits for decades: the NGOs. In this case

commercializing humanism, they absorb the respective EU funds. The extremely dirty role these organizations have played

from time to time in scums, in cases of public money “laundering” or in cases such as the persecution of the seropositive

sex workers in Athens in 2012, consist a long list which we cannot cite here due to the limited space of the text. 

In the second place, but of equal importance, is the “illegal” human trafficking across the borders, which has undertook,

almost exclusively since a long time, capital's dirty job, in an excellent cooperation with the cops, the border guards and

other state authorities. In the last months their role has almost been recognized and institutionally legitimized, since they

have gained the roles of mediators / translators / “excursion organizers” in the intrastate movement. 

Last but not least, the ingenious businessmen of the Greek territory – and not only, having smelled the money involved in

the whole case, they undertake (with a view to profit of course) the last details: taxi drivers, kiosk owners, hoteliers,

canteen owners etc, take advantage on immigrants trying to make up for the loss they had during the touristic period. 

Apart from the above we should mention the authentic racist body of the Greek society, which is reconstituted in the

current situation. It is now clear that the by-the-state-expressed racism and its supporters have a special significance that

we cannot ignore. The old racial racism,  without being definitively marginalized, gives way to “arguments” of different

types. The “threat for the public health',  the cultural adjustment, the danger of djihandism, they are all mixed in an

explosive mixture with the aim of creating a strong field of contrasts between the local people and the immigrants men

and women. As long as there are profit conditions, the pure racial reactions remain in latent forms. And of course, when

the money is over, they will appear as the fascist forefront of the extreme anti-immigrant state policy. 

Finally,  two words  about  the  supposed  “other”  side,  that  of  the  immigrants  support:  the  easiest  way to  avoid  the

discussion about the casual humanism is to call it a “consciousness laundry”,  in the cases where it is not followed by a

more aggregate political criticism of the anti-immigrant policy and the role of the Greek state in it . Besides, one can locate

a fundamental view that penetrates the different “humanitarian” opinions: an intrinsic distinction between the normalized

“we” (white, legal, european, civilized) and the “other”, an “other” that is unreasonable, wounded by fate, who needs

immediate help and protection, incapable of defending themselves. This distinction inevitably creates positions of power

within the oppressed. 

What is more, this late charity of several social groups, poses an even more serious threat. When this charity is mediated

by state institutions (police, NGOs, local authorities), it conceals, even washes out, the true role of these institutions. Of

course nobody denies that the need for material-practical help remains urgent. However, every act of solidarity, should be

the product of the horizontal antagonistic movement, that apprehends immigrants men and women on equal terms with

the local people: as our class brothers and sisters. In order to unite in practice our denials with those of the immigrants. 

In the morning of Sunday 13 September, a while before this text takes its route to the printing shop, we were informed

that  another  shipwreck  near  Farmakonisi,  a  Greek  island,  was  added  to  the  already  long list  of  shipwrecks  in  the

Mediterranean Sea. A boat with more that 120 people overturned, and as a consequence more than 34 people lost their

lives, while there is a possibility that their number may increase. It becomes obvious that, despite the alleged new policy of

the West, the condition of the borders continues to count dead people...

Assembly No Lager in Thessalon kií

September 2015

flows” means to the Greek state: “Greece will receive 259,4 million euros from the Asylum, Immigration and Integration Fund and 214,8 million euros 

from the Internal Safety Fund. The aim is both the integrated management of the borders and the first reception ability”, http://tinyurl.com/oszmpry. 

http://tinyurl.com/oszmpry



